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Now is the time for a UN Convention on the

rights of older people

Resolute steps are now being taken to ensure that the rights of older people, like
those of children, have their own UN Convention. The UN Council and the High
Representative for Human Rights have recently recommended approval of a
legally binding instrument. The ball is now in the court of the world's
governments, writes Filip Hamro-Drotz in this article on the work for a UN

Convention on the rights of older people.

Conventions are the United Nations' instruments for influencing and developing
societies - they are agreed and recognised by Member States and set out
guidelines that the Member States concerned are expected to include and follow
in their legislation. An example is the 'Convention on the Rights of the Child',
which establishes the rights of children in society ("...the rights of children come
first, they have the right to express themselves, to be educated, to be protected,

etc..").

For decades, the UN has worked to improve the rights of older citizens. The need
has arisen over the years mainly because of the age structure of societies -
demographics show that the proportion of older people in the population is
increasing significantly. These are the so-called 'older people' in society, who are
largely made up of pensioners. The definition of 'older person’ varies, but

generally it refers to ages 65+.
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It has been noted that the legal protection of the older people is
weaker than that of other age groups. It has also been
increasingly recognised that the existing international

mechanisms, such as periodic reviews, are not sufficiently robust
and that there are shortcomings in their follow-up by national

governments.

It is increasingly recognised that these shortcomings are mainly due to the fact
that the UN's actions in this area do not require legislation, i.e. their

implementation is voluntary.

Resolute steps are now being taken to approve a convention on the rights of the
older people as soon as possible. The UN Council and the High Commissioner for
Human Rights have recently recommended the adoption of a legally binding
instrument, and a number of UN meetings during the summer have supported
these recommendations. At ministerial level, a recommendation has been made
to make special efforts to encourage active and healthy ageing, to ensure access
to long-term care and support for carers and families, and to strengthen equal
treatment of all age groups in society. The EU is working on a strategy for an

equal society.

It is primarily the responsibility and interest of governments to realise the
commitments that a convention would require. The meeting discussions also
suggested that civil society actors, including pensioners, should be actively
involved (locally, nationally, regionally and internationally) in the realisation of the
future convention. It is felt that the whole of society, not just older people, needs
a new convention. Hopefully it can be finalised in the next few years. SPF

participates in the work described above.
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Nu idr det dags for

en konvention om
de dldres rittigheter

Resoluta steg tas nu mot
att de ildres rittigheter,

i likhet med barnens rit-
tigheter, ska fi en egen
FN-konvention. FN:s rad
och ansvarige represen-
tant for minskliga rittig-
heter har nyligen rekom-
menderat ett godkiinnan-
deav etti lag bindande
instrument. Bollen lig-
ger nu hos viirldens reger-
ingar, skriver Filip Ham-
ro-Drotz i denna arti-

kel om arbetet med en
FN-konvention for de
ildre.

Konventionerna #r Forenta
Nationernas instrument for att
paverka och utveckla samhillena —
de ar dverenskomna och godkinda
av medlemsstaterna och beskriver
rikelinjer som berérda medlemssta-
ter forutsitts inkludera och folja i
sin lagstifining. Som exempel kan
nimnas "barnkonventionen” som
fastslir barnens rittigheter i sam-
hillet ("...barnens ritt kommer
i forsta rum, de har ritr art utta-
la sig, art fi ucbildning, arc skyd-
das osv...").

FN har i artionden verkat for act
de ildre medborgarnas rittigheter
skall forbareras, Behovet har genom
drenakrualiserats ndrmast pa grund
av sambhillenas aldersstrukur -

Filip Hamro-Drotz i Grankulla har
lang erfarenhet av att bevaka de ald-
res intressen internationellt. Han
representerar Finland i Age Platform
Europe.

demografin visar att de dldres andel
av befolkningen ékar markant. Det
ir frigan om de s kallade "senio-
rerna” i samhillet, vilka till stor del
bestar av pensionirer. Definitionen
av "senior” varierar, men generellt
giller det aldrama 65+.

Man har noterat att de dldres
rittsskydd dr svagare dn skyddet
firandra ilderskategorier. Man har
dven allt klarare insett att de nuva-
rande internationella mekanismer-
na, till exempel regelbundet acer-
kommande situationsanalyser inte
bildar en tillrackligt stark helher,
samtatt det finns brister i de natio-
nella regeringarnas uppfoljning av
dessa. Man inserallcallminnareart
bristerna beror framfor alle pd aut
FN:s drgirder i drendet inte keiver

lagstiftning, med andra ord att det
dr frivillige ate fullfolja dem.

Resoluta steg tas nu mot att sna-
rast mojlige godkinna en konven-
tion om de dldres rittigheter. FN:s
rid och ansvarige representant for
miinskliga rittigheter har nyligen
rekommenderat et godkinnande
av ett i lag bindande inserument.
Under sommaren har nigra méten
i FNis regi stoue dessa rekommen-
dationer. P4 ministerniva har pre-
senterats en rekommendation om
att man skulle ansteinga sig speci-
elle for ate sporra ete akeivt och hil-
sosamt dldrande, ate sikerseilla dll-
gangen till lingtidsvard och -st5d &
virdnadshavare och familjer, samt
att stirka ett jimlikt bemotande av
alladldersgrupper i samhillet. [EU
: man med en strategi for ete
jamlikt samhille.

Det iir i forsta hand regeringar-
nas ansvar och intresse ate forverk-
liga atagandena som en konvention
skulle forutsitta. I matesdiskussio-
nerna har dven foreslagits att med-
borgarsamhillets akedrer, bland
annat pensionirerna inkluderas
akeivt (lokalt, nationellt, regionale
och internationellt) i forverkligan-
det av den kommande konventio-
nen. Det beddms att hela samhil-
let, inte enbart de ildre, behiver
en ny konvention. Forhoppnings-
vis kan den firdigstillas under de
nidrmastearen. SPF medverkar i det
beskrivna arbeter.

Filip Hamro-Drotz

You can stop the perpetuation of ageism!

Please read our one-pager on communicating on older persons in a non-

stereotypical way.

About AGE Platform Europe

AGE Platform Europe is the largest European network of non-profit organizations
of and for older people. We elevate older people’s voice, bringing their experience

and aspirations to the table to celebrate ageing and fight for equality at all ages.
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Contact

For more information, contact:
Milene Moreira | Media and Campaign Officer, AGE Platform Europe

milene.moreira@age-platform.eu
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