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AGE Platform Europe – Press Mention 

July 2022 

Now is the time for a UN Convention on the 

rights of older people 
Resolute steps are now being taken to ensure that the rights of older people, like 

those of children, have their own UN Convention. The UN Council and the High 

Representative for Human Rights have recently recommended approval of a 

legally binding instrument. The ball is now in the court of the world's 

governments, writes Filip Hamro-Drotz in this article on the work for a UN 

Convention on the rights of older people. 

 

Conventions are the United Nations' instruments for influencing and developing 

societies - they are agreed and recognised by Member States and set out 

guidelines that the Member States concerned are expected to include and follow 

in their legislation. An example is the 'Convention on the Rights of the Child', 

which establishes the rights of children in society ("...the rights of children come 

first, they have the right to express themselves, to be educated, to be protected, 

etc...").  

For decades, the UN has worked to improve the rights of older citizens. The need 

has arisen over the years mainly because of the age structure of societies - 

demographics show that the proportion of older people in the population is 

increasing significantly. These are the so-called 'older people' in society, who are 

largely made up of pensioners. The definition of 'older person' varies, but 

generally it refers to ages 65+. 
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It has been noted that the legal protection of the older people is 

weaker than that of other age groups. It has also been 

increasingly recognised that the existing international 

mechanisms, such as periodic reviews, are not sufficiently robust 

and that there are shortcomings in their follow-up by national 

governments. 

It is increasingly recognised that these shortcomings are mainly due to the fact 

that the UN's actions in this area do not require legislation, i.e. their 

implementation is voluntary.  

Resolute steps are now being taken to approve a convention on the rights of the 

older people as soon as possible. The UN Council and the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights have recently recommended the adoption of a legally binding 

instrument, and a number of UN meetings during the summer have supported 

these recommendations. At ministerial level, a recommendation has been made 

to make special efforts to encourage active and healthy ageing, to ensure access 

to long-term care and support for carers and families, and to strengthen equal 

treatment of all age groups in society. The EU is working on a strategy for an 

equal society.  

It is primarily the responsibility and interest of governments to realise the 

commitments that a convention would require. The meeting discussions also 

suggested that civil society actors, including pensioners, should be actively 

involved (locally, nationally, regionally and internationally) in the realisation of the 

future convention. It is felt that the whole of society, not just older people, needs 

a new convention. Hopefully it can be finalised in the next few years. SPF 

participates in the work described above. 
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You can stop the perpetuation of ageism!  

Please read our one-pager on communicating on older persons in a non-

stereotypical way. 

About AGE Platform Europe 

AGE Platform Europe is the largest European network of non-profit organizations 

of and for older people. We elevate older people’s voice, bringing their experience 

and aspirations to the table to celebrate ageing and fight for equality at all ages. 

 

https://www.age-platform.eu/publications/short-guide-avoid-stereotypical-communication-when-talking-about-ageing-and-older
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Contact  

For more information, contact: 

Milene Moreira | Media and Campaign Officer, AGE Platform Europe 

milene.moreira@age-platform.eu 
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