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A Europe for all ages 
The generations of Europeans alive today are living longer than previous 

generations. The proportion of the EU population aged over 65 is currently 

around 20%, but is expected to rise to 30% by 2050. 

In an ageing Europe, it is important to ensure that no age group experiences age 

discrimination or ageism. Every age group must be given the opportunity to live 

an active, inclusive and independent life. 

EU countries also compete for the same resources, such as social and health 

services and business talent. There are also important cultural and practical 

differences between EU countries, for example in how health services are 

delivered in each country. This needs to be taken into account when deciding EU 

policies on social and health services. 

EETU objectives for the European Parliament 2024-2029 

1. An EU-wide strategy for older people must be developed during the 2024-

2029 parliamentary term to ensure and increase the participation of older 

people in society and decision-making. The EU should also contribute to 

the UN Universal Declaration on the Human Rights of Older Persons. There 

is a great need for such a treaty, as ageing and the effects of ageing will 

affect almost all countries in the current century. 

 

2. Ensuring the participation and involvement of EU citizens in the various 

activities of society at all stages and in all situations. Recognising the 

diversity of discrimination. Inclusion helps to prevent age discrimination, 

ageism and promote the well-being of older people. Age-sensitive data to 

support decision-making should be collected without upper age limits. 
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3. Promote self-determination and human dignity at all stages of life. The 

importance of respecting self-determination and human dignity is 

particularly emphasized in the later stages of life, when individuals may 

require more healthcare solutions and support from others. 

 

4. Keeping older people involved in the development of the information 

society and the digitalisation of services. Older people need to be trained, 

especially in media literacy, and guided in the use of digital devices and 

artificial intelligence. 

 

5. Pension practices and working cultures vary widely across the EU. Ageing 

unites all EU countries. Enabling older people to have a flexible and 

healthy working life across the board in EU countries, to make it easier to 

continue working alongside retirement and make the transition to a new 

phase of life. 

 

6. Deciding on the future of Europe requires solidarity between generations, 

not confrontation. Civil society and democratisation must be 

strengthened in all regions in EU countries. Intergenerational tensions and 

lack of prospects are creating a breeding ground for a steepening society 

to dissent, extremism, authoritarian regimes and corruption, which pose a 

threat to the future of the EU. 

See also the AGE Platform Europe Manifesto 

Member organisations: 
 

 

https://www.age-platform.eu/age-manifesto-2024-the-europe-we-want-is-for-all-ages/
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You can stop the perpetuation of ageism!  

Please read our one-pager on communicating on older persons in a non-

stereotypical way. 

About AGE Platform Europe 

AGE Platform Europe is the largest European network of non-profit organizations 

of and for older people. We elevate older people’s voice, bringing their experience 

and aspirations to the table to celebrate ageing and fight for equality at all ages. 

https://www.age-platform.eu/publications/short-guide-avoid-stereotypical-communication-when-talking-about-ageing-and-older
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Contact  

For more information, contact: 

Milene Moreira | Media and Campaign Officer, AGE Platform Europe 

milene.moreira@age-platform.eu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Av de Tervueren, Tervurenlaan 168, 
box 2 - 1150 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +32.2.280.14.70 
info@age-platform.eu 
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