Ko
(or .

PLATFORM Europe

TOWARD A SOCIETY FOR ALL AGES

Press Mention

How are the interests of older

people looked after in Europe?

Author: Filip Hamro-Drotz

The Confederation of Swedish-Speaking Pensioners in Finland | AGE Member

Media: God Tid - SPF Newspaper
Country: Finland

April 2024

www.age-platform.eu


https://www.spfpension.fi/
https://www.spfpension.fi/sv/godtid/

AGE Platform Europe - Press Mention
April 2024

How are the interests of older people looked

after in Europe?

We are about 20,000 members of the Swedish Pensioners' Federation SPF.
We are members of one of the more than 70 local associations around
Finland. Our programme is mainly organised by our own local association -
meetings, dancing, singing and glam, lectures, excursions, etc. This

provides opportunities for social interaction and enjoyment.

SPF coordinates the activities of the local associations. At the same time, SPF
protects the interests of individual pensioners in Finland, for example, to ensure
that our pensions are not too small, that we receive care and protection, if
necessary, that the importance of our voluntary work is respected and that we
are treated with dignity at the end of our lives. To this end, the association
cooperates with the five other Finnish pensioners' associations. This takes place
within the framework of the P10 (Pensioners' Interest Organisation). SPF and PIO
are in regular contact with politicians in Finland when matters affecting older

people are discussed.

Our interests are also looked after in the EU. SPF is a member of the European
interest organisation AGE Platform Europe, which has its headquarters in
Brussels. AGE has around 100 national affiliates (of which SPF is one) in 39
countries. The number of individual members of these organisations is estimated

at over 200 million.
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AGE exists primarily to represent the interests of pensioners/seniors in Europe -
based on the wishes and proposals of its affiliates. AGE is in regular contact with
the EU institutions, mainly with the European Commission, but also with the
European Parliament and the Council, as well as with the EU's official

consultative body, the Economic and Social Committee (EESC).

In representing the interests of pensioners/seniors, AGE has the following

priorities:

e Strengthening the EU healthcare strategy approved a few years ago.

e The adoption of an age and gender equality strategy in the EU to curb age
discrimination, which is still widespread in the Member States - including
Finland.

e Strengthening intergenerational solidarity.

e Working to get the UN to adopt a convention on the rights of the older
persons (similar to the so-called "Children's Convention™)

e Ensuring the views and rights of older people in the rapidly digitising

society and economy.

All these issues are of concrete concern to individual pensioners/seniors in the

Member States.

The EU does not make final legislation for the Member States, but rather decides
and agrees on guidelines to which the States commit themselves. It is therefore

a long process.

This requires diligent and determined work within AGE - and fluid co-operation
with and between AGE member associations. Many of them have scarce
resources and AGE intends to help improve communication to and between

members. This will also benefit individual pensioners here in Finland.
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Hur bevakas de ildres

intressen i Europa?

Vi ir cirka 20 000 med-
lemmar i Svenska pensi-
onirsforbundet SPE. Vi
ir medlemmar i nigon

av forbundets drygt 70
lokalféreningar runt om
iFinland. Vart program
ordnas huvudsakligen av
den egna lokalforening-
en —méten, dans, sing
och glam, féredrag, utfir-
der osv. Det ger mojlig-
het till social samvaro och
trivsel.

SPF koordinerar lokalforeningar-
nas verksamhet. Samtidigt beva-
kar SPF den enskilda pensioni-
rens intressen i Finland, till exem-
pelatt pensionen inte blir for liten,
atevivid behov fir vird och skydd,
attbetydelsen av virt frivillig-arbe-
te respekteras och att vi behandlas
virdigt i livets slutskede. For detta
samarbetar forbundet med de fem
andra finlindska pensioniirsfor-
bunden. Det sker inom ramen for
PIO (Pensionirsforbundens intres-
seorganisation). SPF och PIO stiri
regelbunden kontake med politiker
iFinland, dd drenden som beréross
ildre behandlas.

Vira intressen handhas iven i
EU. SPF iir medlem i den europe-
iska intresseorganisationen AGE
Platform, som har sitt siite i Brys-
sel. AGE har cirka 100 nationella
medlemsférbund (av vilka SPF ir
ett) i 39 Linder. Antalet personmed-
lemmar i dessa forbund bedoms
vara dver 200 miljoner.

AGE finns till framfor allt for at
bevaka pensioniirernas/seniorernas
intressen i Europa — utgdende frin

dlemsfsrbundens nskemil och
forslag. AGE stir i regelbunden
kontake med EU:s institutioner,

och ridet, samt med EU:s officiella
radgivande organ Ekonomiska och
sociala kommittén (EESK).

Isin intressebevakning for pen-
siondrerna/seniorerna har AGE fol-
jande prioriteringar:

* Stirkandet av EU:s vardstra-
tegi som godkiindes for nigra ar
sedan.

* Godkiinnandet av en alders-
och jamstilldhetsstrategi i EU for
att dimpa den idnnu allmint flo-
rerande dldersdiskrimineringen i
medlemslinderna—iven i Finland.

* Stirka solidariteten mellan
generationerna.

* Anstringningar for att FN skall
besluta om en konvention om de
ldres rittigheter (i likhet med den
si kallade "barnkonventionen”).

* Sikerstillandet av de ildres
asikter och rittigheter i den snabbt
tilltagande digitaliseringen av sam-
hillet och ekonomin.

Alla dessa frigor berdr konkret
den enskilda pensioniren/senioren
i medlemslinderna.

EU gor inte slutlig lagstiftning
f6r medlemsstaterna, nirmast ir
det frigan om att besluta och dver-
enskomma om rikelinjer till vilka
staterna forbinder sig, Detiir diirfor
ettarbete som tar ling tid.

Dirfor kriivs det ett idogt och
milmedvetet arbete i AGE — och
ett flytande samarbete med och
mellan AGE:s medlemsforeningar.
Minga av dem har knappa resurser
och AGE avser att hjilpa till med
att forbittra kommunikationen
till och mellan medlemmarna. Det
kommer att vara till nytea éiven for
enskilda pensionr hiir i Finland.

frimst med europal nen
men dven med europaparlamentet

Filip
Hamro-Drotz

P SPF

i AGE:s delegation




You can stop the perpetuation of ageism!

Please read our one-pager on communicating on older persons in a non-

stereotypical way.

About AGE Platform Europe

AGE Platform Europe is the largest European network of non-profit organizations
of and for older people. We elevate older people’s voice, bringing their experience

and aspirations to the table to celebrate ageing and fight for equality at all ages.

Contact

For more information, contact:
Milene Moreira | Media and Campaign Officer, AGE Platform Europe

milene.moreira@age-platform.eu
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