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How are the interests of older people looked 

after in Europe? 

 
We are about 20,000 members of the Swedish Pensioners' Federation SPF. 

We are members of one of the more than 70 local associations around 

Finland. Our programme is mainly organised by our own local association - 

meetings, dancing, singing and glam, lectures, excursions, etc. This 

provides opportunities for social interaction and enjoyment.  

SPF coordinates the activities of the local associations. At the same time, SPF 

protects the interests of individual pensioners in Finland, for example, to ensure 

that our pensions are not too small, that we receive care and protection, if 

necessary, that the importance of our voluntary work is respected and that we 

are treated with dignity at the end of our lives. To this end, the association 

cooperates with the five other Finnish pensioners' associations. This takes place 

within the framework of the PIO (Pensioners' Interest Organisation). SPF and PIO 

are in regular contact with politicians in Finland when matters affecting older 

people are discussed.  

Our interests are also looked after in the EU. SPF is a member of the European 

interest organisation AGE Platform Europe, which has its headquarters in 

Brussels. AGE has around 100 national affiliates (of which SPF is one) in 39 

countries. The number of individual members of these organisations is estimated 

at over 200 million.  
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AGE exists primarily to represent the interests of pensioners/seniors in Europe - 

based on the wishes and proposals of its affiliates. AGE is in regular contact with 

the EU institutions, mainly with the European Commission, but also with the 

European Parliament and the Council, as well as with the EU's official 

consultative body, the Economic and Social Committee (EESC). 

In representing the interests of pensioners/seniors, AGE has the following 

priorities:  

• Strengthening the EU healthcare strategy approved a few years ago.  

• The adoption of an age and gender equality strategy in the EU to curb age 

discrimination, which is still widespread in the Member States - including 

Finland.   

• Strengthening intergenerational solidarity.  

• Working to get the UN to adopt a convention on the rights of the older 

persons (similar to the so-called "Children's Convention")  

• Ensuring the views and rights of older people in the rapidly digitising 

society and economy.  

All these issues are of concrete concern to individual pensioners/seniors in the 

Member States.  

The EU does not make final legislation for the Member States, but rather decides 

and agrees on guidelines to which the States commit themselves. It is therefore 

a long process.  

This requires diligent and determined work within AGE - and fluid co-operation 

with and between AGE member associations. Many of them have scarce 

resources and AGE intends to help improve communication to and between 

members. This will also benefit individual pensioners here in Finland. 
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You can stop the perpetuation of ageism!  

Please read our one-pager on communicating on older persons in a non-

stereotypical way. 

About AGE Platform Europe 

AGE Platform Europe is the largest European network of non-profit organizations 

of and for older people. We elevate older people’s voice, bringing their experience 

and aspirations to the table to celebrate ageing and fight for equality at all ages. 

Contact  

For more information, contact: 

Milene Moreira | Media and Campaign Officer, AGE Platform Europe 

milene.moreira@age-platform.eu 
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