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1. Description of the deliverable 

This open event is one of the key activities of our AGEWP2020 to promote age-friendly 

environments. It was organised in close collaboration with the European Covenant on 

Demographic Change in the framework of the European Week of Regions and Cities 2020 

(EWRC - https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/). The EWRC is the annual event during which 

officials from EU regions and cities’ administrations, as well as experts and academics, come 

together to exchange good practices and know-how in the field of regional and urban 

development. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, the 2020 edition was organised online and 

spread over three weeks from 5 to 23 October. Our session was held during the first week 

dedicated to the thematic cluster ‘Empowering citizens’. 

Timeline of the process:  

- End March 2020, AGE Platform Europe applied for a workshop aiming at 

exchanging good practices on engagement and empowerment of older persons at 

local level. This application was made together with ESPON, the European 

Covenant on Demographic Change and the consortia of two EU-funded project, 

namely AFE Activists (Erasmus+) and T.A.A.F.E (Interreg). 

- In May 2020 we were informed that our proposal was shortlisted.  

- In June, the agenda was finalised, and speakers contacted.  

- From July to mid-September, we promoted the event to recruit participants through:  

o social media channels of the co-organisers and speakers involved. 
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o information posted on key websites and included in European Commission 

newsletters of DG CONNECT (EIP AHA) and DG SANTE (EU Health Policy 

Platform).  

o Management of registrations via the official online platform of the EWRC – 

150 people registered 

 

Rationale of the event 

Given the limited timeframe (12:30 to 13:30), it was decided to focus on concrete examples 

and experiences illustrating how to empower and engage older persons at local level.  

- The key note speech, delivered by Eric Van Ossenbruggen, gave an overview of 

challenges and best practices across eight cities (Amsterdam, Barcelona, 

Gothenburg, Hengelo, Greater Manchester, Nantes, Oslo and Zaragozain) the EU 

gathered through the ACPA project. 

- The panellists provided an overview of different experiences:  

o Willeke Van Staalduinen, as partner of the “Age-Friendly Environments 

Activists” project, funded by the Erasmus+ programme.  

o Luana Rotari, as coordinator of T.A.A.F.E project (Towards an alpine age-

friendly environment) funded through the Interreg programme. 

o Paul Mc Garry, Greater Manchester: a demographically young area with a 

commitment to ageing issues thanks to a strong political leadership and a 

vibrant community of older persons.  

The event was jointly moderated by Julia Wadoux (AGE Platform Europe) and Piera Petruzzi 

(ESPON) and conducted online through the zoom facility offered by the organisers of the 

EWRC.  

 

2. Key outcomes 

Participation 

In total, 150 participants of different profiles and backgrounds registered from over 20 

countries, representing local authorities from across the EU, academics, civil society 

https://www.espon.eu/ACPA
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organisations and triggered discussions on the examples presented. For the session, 73 

participants joined in.  

Policy recommendations 

The four invited speakers have shown how much older persons are not only service 

beneficiaries but also critical agents of change. Based on the results of the ACPA project, Erik 

van Ossenbruggen insisted on the benefit of a stronger engagement not only for older persons 

but also for the whole society. Willeke Van Staalduinen shared the experience of the AFE 

Activists project which has developed training material and notably helped to foster 

involvement of local communities of older persons from migrant background. Luana Rotari 

explained about the model developed by the T.A.A.F.E project which is looking to foster the 

development of age-friendly environments in the Alpine space. Finally, Paul Mc Garry insisted 

on how crucial it is to have a vibrant community of activists, a committed administration, a 

strong political leadership and the support of academics to move forward. 

As indicated in the conclusions, in order to adapt urban development to an aging population, 

we need to: 

• be ambitious and develop a long-term, holistic strategy on age-friendly environments by 

2030, recognizing the dimension of ageing and paying attention to issues such as 

differences between neighbourhoods, scarcity of space and the diversity of stakeholders 

and population groups; 

• learn, monitor and evaluate to support reliable knowledge exchange on urban policy 

and the development of environments that empower people throughout their lives and 

remain active as they age; 

• raise public awareness about ageing and turn negativism and stereotypes into a positive 

view on ageing; 

• continue linking up between the different governance level and make the best use of 

networking opportunities. 

 

3. Prints of relevant proofs 

• Agenda (see below) 

• PPT material used to support the online event (see below) 

• Material for the social media (see below) 

• List of participants registered on 2 October 2020 (see below) 

• Examples of website used to promote the event:  
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- European Week of Regions and Cities: https://europa.eu/regions-and-

cities/programme/sessions/1020_en 

- AGE Platform Europe: https://www.age-platform.eu/event/older-persons-local-

agents-change-virtual-session 

- ESPON: https://www.espon.eu/ewrc-2020 

- AFE Activists (Newsletter) : https://mailchi.mp/d15128fe9423/afe-advocacy-and-afe-

experience-handbooks-are-online?e=68c4efee15 

- T.A.A.F.E (News): https://www.alpine-space.eu/projects/taafe/en/news-

events/news/news-overview 

- Age-Friendly Manchester (Newsletter): 

https://mailchi.mp/manchester.gov.uk/celebrating-the-international-day-of-older-

people-the-state-of-the-city-choir-singing-warming-up-for-winter-events-advice-

volunteering-and-more-602454?e=8508c45f77 

- EIP AHA website and newsletter: https://ec.europa.eu/eip/ageing/events/older-

persons-local-agents-change_en 

 

https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/programme/sessions/1020_en
https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/programme/sessions/1020_en
https://www.espon.eu/ewrc-2020
https://mailchi.mp/d15128fe9423/afe-advocacy-and-afe-experience-handbooks-are-online?e=68c4efee15
https://mailchi.mp/d15128fe9423/afe-advocacy-and-afe-experience-handbooks-are-online?e=68c4efee15
https://www.alpine-space.eu/projects/taafe/en/news-events/news/news-overview
https://www.alpine-space.eu/projects/taafe/en/news-events/news/news-overview
https://mailchi.mp/manchester.gov.uk/celebrating-the-international-day-of-older-people-the-state-of-the-city-choir-singing-warming-up-for-winter-events-advice-volunteering-and-more-602454?e=8508c45f77
https://mailchi.mp/manchester.gov.uk/celebrating-the-international-day-of-older-people-the-state-of-the-city-choir-singing-warming-up-for-winter-events-advice-volunteering-and-more-602454?e=8508c45f77
https://mailchi.mp/manchester.gov.uk/celebrating-the-international-day-of-older-people-the-state-of-the-city-choir-singing-warming-up-for-winter-events-advice-volunteering-and-more-602454?e=8508c45f77
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/ageing/events/older-persons-local-agents-change_en
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/ageing/events/older-persons-local-agents-change_en


 

 

Agenda of the session 

 

 



 

 

Social Media Material – examples 

 

Twitter Account European Covenant on Demographic Change:  

 
 

Twitter Account ESPON:  

 



 

 

Twitter Account Greater Manchester Ageing Hub: 

 



 

 

Set of slides used to support the online event 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

List of registered participants 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


